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Jesus said, "Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” Mk. 10:14. 1 

 

HARBOR HIGHLIGHTS 
  KEEPING YOU INFORMED 

 
~Ortiz Family~ 

The Ortiz family is excited indeed about Harbor Christian Academy!  
Noe and Vanessa have entrusted three of their 6 children to the 

staff of Harbor Christian Academy 

 

 TRANSFORMING A GENERATION 
IT ALL BEGINS WITH ENROLLMENT! 
After months of meeting, deliberating, planning, and of course praying, 
we were thrilled to announce that HCA would begin enrolling students 
for the 2018-19 school year.  Teaching and learning at HCA promises to 
be a life-enhancing experience for our students and for the HCA staff. 

Dr. Gordon described a very important aspect of education – love for 
learning: 

Nearly every capable educator in the history of the human race 
has realized that the least important thing we educators do is 
disseminate information, which is (especially now) widely available 
in less expensive formats.  What capable educators have always 
attempted to do is to infect their students with a love of learning 
and a hatred of parochialism.1 

At Harbor Christian Academy, our aim is to recapture the true essence 
of education by sustaining and even rekindling the God-given curiosity 
and passion for learning that all children possess. 

RAISING UP A SCHOOL 
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 
At HCA, we believe it is essential that Christ be at the 
center of a child’s education.  God is glorified when 
Christ, and Him alone, is acknowledged as the creator 
of all things and that in Him all things are held together 
(Hebrews 1:2-3).  Accordingly, we believe it is a God-
given responsibility and an honor to provide children 
with a remarkable, Christ-centered education, which is 
why we are thrilled to be opening the doors of our 
school for the first time this fall.  When students enter 
HCA, we want them to enter into a topnotch learning 
environment that glorifies God in every way.   

For HCA to have a home, the Board of Directors began 
the arduous task of raising 1.6 million dollars to 
renovate the building.  With the support of some 
incredibly gracious partners, the Board raised over one 
million dollars in just a few months. This is all due to the 
bountiful grace of God. Although there is still the need 
to raise more funding, the Board voted to move 
forward with renovations, trusting that God would 
continue to move the hearts of those who are attracted 
to a ministry that glorifies Him in making such a 
remarkable education accessible and affordable to 
economically disadvantaged families. 

   

                                                      
1 Gordon, T.D., 2010. Why Johnny Can’t Sing Hymns: How Pop Culture Rewrote the Hymnal. P & R Publishing Company, 
Phillipsburg, NJ. 

Apple Cider makes for a great celebratory toast after a major 
Board decision! 
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 MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
PROVIDING EQUITY  
On February 22nd, almost a hundred 
curious souls gathered at the DeLuxe 
Theater in the Fifth Ward to hear about 
the mission of Harbor Christian Academy.  
Our keynote speaker was Dr. Ruth Lopez 
Turley, an acclaimed Sociology professor 
at Rice University, whose research is 
focused on partnering with school 
districts to identify and then improve 
public school performance.  Dr. Turley 
shared with us statistics that highlight the 
painful reality of educational inequality in 
our country.  Through the use of two 
compelling scatter graphs, she 
demonstrated the facts that there is a 
direct correlation between family income and academic performance, 
and that across the United States most students of color live in low-
income school districts.  As a result, these students most often are not 
offered the same educational opportunities as those available to higher 
income students. 

As her audience contemplated the unjust results of our current education 
system, Dr. Turley observed that Christians often approach this reality in 
the same way that Jesus’ disciples approached the blind man’s reality in 
John 9:1-3.  The disciples asked Jesus, “Who sinned, this man or his 
parents?”  We often ask the same question (whether overtly or by our 
assumptions) regarding students living in poverty.  But as Jesus responded 
to the disciples, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but 
it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.”  We know that 
underserved students offer the potential for God’s miraculous works to 
be demonstrated, if only they are given the opportunity. 

Dr. Turley concluded her talk by looking forward to the day in which the 
works of God will be displayed through Harbor Christian Academy.   This 
inspiring presentation captured beautifully the need for more educational 
opportunities for underserved children.  HCA seeks to fulfill that need by 
making a classical Christian school accessible and affordable to families of 
two of the most underserved communities in Houston.  Thank you, Dr. 
Turley!  

 HCA PARTNERS 
A JOINT EFFORT 
We appreciate our partners!  Partners are individuals, groups, churches, 
and foundations that support HCA.  Families pay a “family share” of the 
tuition based on the family’s income.  Our mandate is to have 70% of HCA 
students come from families who are economically disadvantaged.  It is 
the generosity of our partners that makes this possible.   

Will and Shelby Doyle are two such partners, who began 
donating to support HCA in December 2016.  Will 
attended St. Thomas Episcopal School from 
kindergarten through twelfth grade, and there he 
received a strong classical Christian education, 
developing a deep love of great texts and Latin.  Shelby 
was home educated and attended co-ops that focused 
on great text curriculum and spiritual formation. When 
asked why they give to HCA, the Doyles responded with 
the following:  

We believe that a classical Christian 
education sets students up for not only a 
successful life, but a meaningful one. Harbor 
Christian Academy in particular represents an idea 
we strongly believe in: that all families should 
have access to this type of education if they wish 
to pursue it.  Beyond equipping and guiding young 
people to be their best selves, this style of 
education will give students from a wide variety of 
backgrounds something important and 
fundamental in common: the pursuit of the true, 
the good, and the beautiful. That will forge 
lifelong relationships and create a community 
that is a powerful force for good in Denver Harbor 
and throughout Houston. We feel grateful to 
watch this take shape and very excited about the 
future of Harbor Christian Academy. 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
STABILITY AND OPTIMISM 
The Lord has blessed HCA with an exceptional group of 
men and women who comprise the Board of Directors.  
For the next few lines, I want to place the spotlight on 
one of them, Jon Weichbrodt.  Jon has a Bachelor's 
degree in Chemical Engineering and a Master’s degree 
in Business Administration. He is quite familiar with 
classical Christian education, having had his six children 
educated in a classical Christian school.  After retiring 
in 2008 from a long career with ConocoPhillips, Jon 
served for four years as headmaster of Providence 
Classical School in Spring.  Jon has a deep desire to see 
all children, especially those from low-income families, 
given the same quality of education that his own 
children received.  Jon is a model of stability and 
optimism, always seeking to keep his ear tuned to the 
voice of God.    
 

 

Gifted first grader who will realize 
his true potential at HCA 
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